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leaders to effectively communicate the na-
tional mission value of our bases and defend
them in the face of downsizing and cuts.

In my office, Mike provided calm and rea-
soned counsel and was a trusted advisor and
effective implementer of my legislative agenda
and appropriation priorities. He successfully
worked with economic development interests
to bring new and better jobs to Mississippi and
implement strategic community development
plans at our universities and industrial clus-
ters. He has a strong vision for our State and
creative ideas to reach those goals.

Hurricane Katrina presented unique chal-
lenges to all levels of leadership in Mississippi,
from alderman to Congressman; from mayor
to Governor. As we coordinated emergency
response efforts on all levels of government,
Mike Lipski served as my liaison to MEMA,
Mississippi Emergency Management Agency,
and slept on a cot at their headquarters for
several days, when he wasn’'t on the coast
with a satellite phone making immediate
needs assessments and providing logistical
coordination and advice. Mike traded his cot
and sat-phone for a tie and clipboard and re-
turned to Washington where he worked close-
ly with me in developing and implementing
Katrina reform measures: Federal contracting
reform, housing and infrastructure policy, Fed-
eral relief and emergency recovery funding.
His knowledge and experience with the Corps
of Engineers provided a unique resource both
during reform and in oversight as committees
investigated the Government response to Hur-
ricane Katrina.

Mike’s wife, the former Jill Daria Wiltzius,
has stood by him throughout his military ca-
reer and his public service in my office. His
transfers around the world have provided them
both amazing international experiences but
now Mike has convinced his Wisconsin girl to
settle in Mississippi. Our State is a better
place with the two of them as strong and hon-
orable citizens. Jill is an outstanding educator
and hopes to pursue her Ph.D. now that they
are settled in Mississippi. | know Mike’s family
in Long Beach is very proud of him and his
successful career is a tribute to his parents:
John and Eleanor.

Now Mike will have time to sail, canoe, fly
fish, and indulge his outdoor passions, but |
have no doubt he will be integral in rebuilding
and leading the coast to a full recovery.

Mike Lipski left a formative mark on the
shape and operation of my office. We will miss
his good nature, warm friendship, determined
work ethic, and dry humor. | am proud of his
service and the positive difference he has
made for our State and the country. | am
grateful to call him my friend. | thank him for
his service to this office and to Mississippi and
wish him the best of fortune in his new en-
deavors.

———

RECOGNIZING DEE CORK AND THE
DENTON COUNTY VETERANS ME-
MORIAL

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS
OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 19, 2007
Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise

today to thank Mr. Dee Cork for his years of
service in the United States Armed Forces,
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and for his continued service to our country by
building a memorial to veterans from Denton
County, Texas.

Working along with Mr. Monty Slough, Mr.
Cork identified the names of nine fallen serv-
ice members and created a personal way to
memorialize their service. Without prompting
or financial support, Mr. Cork began building a
granite tiled memorial to Denton County sol-
diers, sailors, airmen and marines who died in
service in lraq or Afghanistan.

Mr. Cork has taken up the honorable but
unfortunate task of paying respect to fellow
veterans who pay the ultimate price while
serving our country. In his own eloquent words
Dee said, “It would be nice to see no one else
on it, one is too many.”

The mobile memorial built by veterans
Monty Slough and Dee Cork is an example of
why we hold our nation’s veterans in such
high esteem. | believe the character displayed
by Mr. Slough and Mr. Cork should be high-
lighted as an example of American civic duty
and community support; | rise here today to
show them that courtesy.

It is with great honor that | recognize Mr.
Dee Cork for his dedication to veterans and
their families. | thank him for his work, | sup-
port his mission, and | am honored to have
the opportunity to recognize him today.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONCURRENCE BY
HOUSE WITH AMENDMENT IN
SENATE AMENDMENTS TO H.R.
3997, HEROES EARNINGS ASSIST-
ANCE AND RELIEF TAX ACT OF
2007

SPEECH OF

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 18, 2007

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
the Heroes Earnings and Assistance and Re-
lief Tax (HEART) Act of 2007 is an important
piece of legislation that goes a long way to-
ward helping the financial difficulties faced by
American soldiers. This bill helps honor those
who are serving so bravely during this time of
war.

The HEART Act would make permanent the
inclusion of combat pay as earned income,
ensuring that soldiers’ families receive much
needed tax relief. It also would help thousands
of veterans and their families to become
homeowners through low-interest home loans,
would support those small business employers
who continue to pay National Guardsmen and
Reservists when they are called to serve, and
expands other tax credit and tax relief provi-
sions to help ease any financial difficulties
faced by these soldiers.

Those who answer the call of duty should
be rewarded for their actions by being assured
they will not be unduly and negatively affected
due to their patriotism. | support this legislation
and join the many veterans’ organizations in
encouraging its passage into law.
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CONGRATULATING THE CHAZY EA-
GLES UPON WINNING THE 2007
NEW YORK STATE BOYS SOCCER
CLASS D CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2007

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the Chazy Central Rural
School District Eagles upon winning the 2007
New York State Boys Soccer Class D Cham-
pionship. Of note, this was the third state boys
soccer championship in the last four years for
Chazy, which is located in my upstate New
York congressional district.

On November 18, 2007, the Eagles won the
New York State Class D Championship when
they defeated the Poland Tornadoes by a
score of 1-0. In that game, Stetson Fields
scored late in the second half after taking a
pass from Co-Captain Jason Baker. Chazy,
with a 14-2 shot advantage that pressured the
Tornadoes’ defense all game long, was then
able to preserve their lead, with goalkeeper
Jacob Beeman recording the shutout.

The Eagles completed the 2007 season with
a record of 24-1-0 and with team Co-Captain
Nolan Ryan as the holder of the state record
for career goals; in his career, Ryan scored
173 goals, 59 assists, and 405 points. The
Chazy Eagles were coached by Rob McAuliffe
and assistant coaches lan Brassard and Matt
Devins; Brian Norcross is the Athletic Director.
Other team members were scorekeeper
Lindsey Seymour and players, Ben Baker, Jor-
dan Barriere, Kenny Bulriss, Tyler Bulriss,
Jonah Curtin, Tyson Duprey, Brad Hansen,
Shea Howley, Steven LaBombard, Co-Captain
Kyle LaFountain, Andrew LaPierre, Perry
Latremore, Eric Martin, Nathan Racine, Kyle
Reynolds, Kaleb Snide, Gaelan Trombley, and
Chris Vliege. Madam Speaker, it is an honor
to have the opportunity to recognize them for
their significant accomplishment.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DAN CICORA

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2007

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Dan Cicora, and to celebrate
his service to the veterans of Cuyahoga Coun-
ty.

Dan began his service to our country in
1969. As a soldier in the United States Army,
Dan served in Vietnam with the 2nd Battalion,
32nd Attillery. Dan graduated cum laude from
Ohio University in 1975, and in 1979 began
his work with the Veterans Administration as a
benefits counselor. Dan’s extraordinary dedi-
cation to veterans and his sincere desire to
serve our community has marked every posi-
tion he has held with the VA, and he has won
numerous accolades for his efforts. In May
1983 Dan received the VA Central Office Pub-
lic Service Award, he has received five sug-
gestion awards, and twenty-three awards for
performance, quality and contribution.

Since 2003 Dan has served as the Con-
gressional Liaison for the VA Cleveland office.
In this capacity Dan has helped my office
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serve literally hundreds of veterans; he has
been an invaluable asset to my office. I, as
well as hundreds of Cleveland’s veterans and
their families, are indebted to Dan for his pro-
fessionalism, compassion, and dedication.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honoring Dan Cicora, on the occasion of
his retirement, for over twenty-eight years of
service to the veterans of Cuyahoga County.
| wish him only the best as he begins to write
a new and exciting chapter in his life. May oth-
ers in our community draw inspiration from his
example.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO MRS. BELLA
RUSSELL

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2007

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to one of America’s most
deserving citizens, Mrs. Bella Russell who will
be celebrating her 100th birthday on January
1, 2008. Mrs. Russell resides in Warren Coun-
ty within my Congressional District and is the
grandmother of our friend and colleague, Con-
gressman ALBERT RUSSELL WYNN.

Although Mrs. Russell was born in the
County of Warren, she moved to Camden, NJ
as a young child where she attended the pub-
lic schools. In later years, Mrs. Russell mar-
ried John Wesley Russell and through this
marriage, three children were born. She is
now the matriarch of this wonderful family with
15 grandchildren, 19 great-grandchildren, and
7 great-great grandchildren.

From the State of New Jersey, the family re-
located to North Carolina where they acquired
a 200-acre farm. While Mr. Russell operated
the farm, Mrs. Russell dedicated much of her
time as a homemaker and occasionally as-
sisted on the farm. She was also very actively
engaged in her community and served as 4—
H Club Leader for more than 10 years.

Madam Speaker, Mrs. Russell has dedi-
cated 70-faithful years of her life as a member
of Russell Union RZUA Church. She has
served as Church Mother for 50 years and
took great pride in organizing church clubs
and groups.

Madam Speaker, over her lifetime, Mrs.
Russell has lived through some of the most
significant historical periods of our time. Like
so many of the great historical monuments
she has stood the test of time and has sur-
vived Reconstruction; lynching; World War I;
the Great Depression; World War II; the pe-
riod of segregation; the Civil Rights Move-
ment; Voting Rights Movement; School De-
segregation and other momentous times. She
is indeed a walking history reference and we
take great pride in recognizing her for being
blessed with such longevity.

| ask my colleagues to join me in paying
tribute to Mrs. Bella Russell, a most deserving
American.
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COMMENDING THE STATEMENT OF
VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE AT
HIS ACCEPTANCE OF THE NOBEL
PEACE PRIZE IN OSLO

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2007

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, last Octo-
ber, the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize was be-
stowed on a man who has dedicated his life
to making this planet a more livable place for
all of us and future generations. Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore has steadfastly served the peo-
ple of the United States and the citizens of the
world in his life’s work, and | commend him for
his leadership, foresight, and dedication in ad-
dressing the crisis of climate change.

For our part, and under the visionary leader-

ship of Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Congress has
taken a serious, groundbreaking step towards
reducing our country’s dangerous dependence
on foreign oil by passing the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act, which today be-
came law. | am proud to have authored the
international provisions, and could not be
more proud of my colleagues for supporting a
forward-looking piece of legislation that meets
the tremendous challenge of combating cli-
mate change head-on. At long last, we are
making a meaningful investment in new tech-
nologies that will yield clean, renewable en-
ergy.
Vice President Gore’s Nobel acceptance
speech last week in Oslo, Norway epitomizes
the way in which he has been able to lead by
example on this crucial topic. His words of
truth and clarion call to action inspire us all to
take care of this Earth we call home, and | am
honored to enter his eloquent speech into the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

Al Gore. Your Majesties, Your Royal High-
nesses, Honorable members of the Norwegian
Nobel Committee, Excellencies, ladies and
gentlemen.

I Have a purpose here today. It is a purpose
I have tried to serve for many years. I have
prayed that God would show me a way to ac-
complish it.

Sometimes, without warning, the future
knocks on our door with a precious and pain-
ful vision of what might be. One hundred and
nineteen years ago, a wealthy inventor read
his own obituary, mistakenly published
years before his death. Wrongly believing the
inventor had just died, a newspaper printed a
harsh judgment of his life’s work, unfairly
labeling him ‘‘the Merchant of Death’ be-
cause of his invention—dynamite. Shaken by
this condemnation, the inventor made a fate-
ful choice to serve the cause of peace.

Seven years later, Alfred Nobel created
this prize and the others that bear his name.

Seven years ago tomorrow, I read my own
political obituary in a judgment that seemed
to me harsh and mistaken—if not premature.
But that unwelcome verdict also brought a
precious if painful gift: an opportunity to
search for fresh new ways to serve my pur-
pose.

Unexpectedly, that quest has brought me
here. Even though I fear my words cannot
match this moment, I pray what I am feeling
in my heart will be communicated clearly
enough that those who hear me will say, ‘“We
must act.”

The distinguished scientists with whom it
is the greatest honor of my life to share this
award have laid before us a choice between
two different futures—a choice that to my
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ears echoes the words of an ancient prophet:
“Life or death, blessings or curses. There-
fore, choose life, that both thou and thy seed
may live.”

We, the human species, are confronting a
planetary emergency—a threat to the sur-
vival of our civilization that is gathering
ominous and destructive potential even as
we gather here. But there is hopeful news as
well: we have the ability to solve this crisis
and avoid the worst—though not all—of its
consequences, if we act boldly, decisively
and quickly.

However, despite a growing number of hon-
orable exceptions, too many of the world’s
leaders are still best described in the words
Winston Churchill applied to those who ig-
nored Adolf Hitler’s threat: ‘“They go on in
strange paradox, decided only to be unde-
cided, resolved to be irresolute, adamant for
drift, solid for fluidity, all powerful to be im-
potent.”

So today, we dumped another 70 million
tons of global-warming pollution into the
thin shell of atmosphere surrounding our
planet, as if it were an open sewer. And to-
morrow, we will dump a slightly larger
amount, with the cumulative concentrations
now trapping more and more heat from the
sun.

As a result, the earth has a fever. And the
fever is rising. The experts have told us it is
not a passing affliction that will heal by
itself. We asked for a second opinion. And a
third. And a fourth. And the consistent con-
clusion, restated with increasing alarm, is
that something basic is wrong.

We are what is wrong, and we must make
it right.

Last September 21, as the Northern Hemi-
sphere tilted away from the sun, scientists
reported with unprecedented distress that
the North Polar ice cap is ‘‘falling off a
cliff.” One study estimated that it could be
completely gone during summer in less than
22 years. Another new study, to be presented
by U.S. Navy researchers later this week,
warns it could happen in as little as 7 years.

Seven years from now.

In the last few months, it has been harder
and harder to misinterpret the signs that our
world is spinning out of kilter. Major cities
in North and South America, Asia and Aus-
tralia are nearly out of water due to massive
droughts and melting glaciers. Desperate
farmers are losing their livelihoods. Peoples
in the frozen Arctic and on low-lying Pacific
islands are planning evacuations of places
they have long called home. Unprecedented
wildfires have forced a half million people
from their homes in one country and caused
a national emergency that almost brought
down the government in another. Climate
refugees have migrated into areas already
inhabited by people with different cultures,
religions, and traditions, increasing the po-
tential for conflict. Stronger storms in the
Pacific and Atlantic have threatened whole
cities. Millions have been displaced by mas-
sive flooding in South Asia, Mexico, and 18
countries in Africa. As temperature ex-
tremes have increased, tens of thousands
have lost their lives. We are recklessly burn-
ing and clearing our forests and driving more
and more species into extinction. The very
web of life on which we depend is being
ripped and frayed.

We never intended to cause all this de-
struction, just as Alfred Nobel never in-
tended that dynamite be used for waging
war. He had hoped his invention would pro-
mote human progress. We shared that same
worthy goal when we began burning massive
quantities of coal, then oil and methane.

Even in Nobel’s time, there were a few
warnings of the likely consequences. One of
the very first winners of the Prize in chem-
istry worried that, ‘“We are evaporating our
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